56        LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
Judging from the amount of goods admitted for some of the months heretofore, it is not probable that the full amount of $300,000.00 will be demanded each month, hereafter, but it is deemed proper to stipulate for that amount so as to meet a real necessity that may arise. You may rest assured that the greatest care will be exercised in admitting only such amounts as appear absolutely demanded by the necessities of the loyal people. At present, supplies are very limited, in fact so much so, as to create serious apprehension as to the result.
For several weeks traders have imported very sparingly on account of apprehensions about raids and other causes, and hence the great want of provisions at the present moment. From the fact that we are compelled to suspend almost entirely the admission of supplies until the agreement alluded to can be perfected, I feel it a duty, General, to solicit your early attention to the same. Very Respectfully,
Your OH. Servt., D. HEATON, Supg. Spl. Agt. Treas. Dept.
From General Butler
Hd. Qra , Aug 2M&, 1864 CNot in chronological order]
Mr. D. HEATON, Supt. & Spec'L Agent Treas. Dept.
SIR: Your letter was received last night. I forward, in triplicate approved, your estimate of amounts for supplying the necessities of loyal persons residing within the lines of actual occupation by the military forces of the U. S. in the District of North Carolina. You will observe I have approved it for 30 days only. This approval is caused by the necessity you suggest that some amount should be at once agreed upon in order to bring forward the necessary supplies. I by no means agree to the amount. You calculate men, women, & children, negroes and whites, that there are 50,000 souls in your district. You ask for $300,000 worth of supplies, that is at the rate of $8,000,000 a year, or $72 a month for every man, woman and child, white and black, in your district. Can it be possible that either of two things obtain? First, that each person can use up $72 worth of imported goods in supplying their necessities? tiecond, where is it possible for the revenue to come from to pay it if needed? Is it possible that it requires of imported goods $1004 a year for every negro & child in your district? I pray you revise your estimate and forward your agreement early. Please give me the statistics of imports into your dis-